AFFAIRS IN MISSOURL

The Panic nt Lexington—Battle of Lone Jack
—QCapis, DBawnor’s Adventure—Loss of
Cannon—Incidentss &c.

Qorrespondence of the New-York Tancs.

LexinatoN, Mo., Monday, Sept. 1, 1562,

The capture of BurLL at Independence, the de-
feat of (FosTER 2t Lone Jack, the great force of the
guerrillas mustering southwest of this place, gave
some cause for apprehending an atlack on Lexington,
Everybody was on the gui vive. Believing that the
blow would fall here next, Col. HousToy made
preparations for an evacualion. The commissary
stores were rolled aboard the steamer H. D. Bacon,
lying at ihe wharf, The Sioux, Warner, Isabellia and
Eagle vere ready to slip cables, and away. At 6 o’clock
A. M.on the 16th, the alarm gun was fired. Iire was
set 1o tho brick wurchouses and hcinp factories on the
bank. The Warner,whichis here on Governientservice,
with a guard of militia marine, carried two messen-
gers across the rivey, dispatched for reinforcements
to Gen. LoaN. Armed hosis turned out on the hill
sides, which bristled with men armed and equipped
for battle, thick as the array that sprang forth at the
call of Roderick Dhu. The whole e¢ity was sthred
to its depthe. About 9 o’clock two barrels wcere noted
floating down stream. An oflicer rode down to warn
(he steamers against torpedoes. The Warner swung
into the streamn to avoid them, and sent a yawlto
capture them. They did, and captured a beer and
pork burrel. Thus ended the battlc of tho kege.
1.ike the thougzht of Mr. 'Toots, nothing came of ii,
6.ve the destruction of abont $50,000 worth of prop-
erty, needlessly and foolishly sacrificed. It 1s xaid
the stores wore burned to prevent their falling into
the hands of the enemy, and the hemp bales to pre-
vent their being used against us. But why werc nog
(he stores appropriated to Govermncni servire, and
the hemp bulesturned into fortificationsfor oursetlves?
No line of poilcy can be perceived in the manage-
ment of things here thut would give the people
contidence in their commanders. (Col. Houstox, ccm-
manding. is addicted ton much to luger. No step las
been taken iill to-day to maintain this post against a
superior foree, it one should come. Like MULLIGAN
they are waiting iill danger is imminent before ¢om.
mencing work. The cartbworks thrown up by Mul-
LigaN around the College are stiltin a good state of
preservation. A little work would make tihem im-
pregnable to any force the encmy can bring. MuLLi-
aAN was cooped up then with 2,700 men. ‘'I'here wab
no water within the intrenchments, More men were
kilied in poing out for water than in the fight. After
three days’ fighting without water they were comjucy-
ed by thirst and surrendered. Thereis an old welj
filled up. There are cisternsbut they are dry. No
steps are taken for digging a new well. Only a
cmall trench is opened two feet wide by
iwo feet deep, as a covered way to a spring. ‘I'he
whole ground is covered by cavalry. from 1,500 to
2,000 horses are staked out over the sround, aid
would be greatly in the woy there in the event of an
engagement. To-day, tiie irces, a fine grove of old
oaks on the hillside, outride the intrenchuient., are
falling before the axe, They are felled with butt to
the eamp and stump cnt off close, They alone wonid
prevent any morc heip bale movements,

The steamers herc are well zuarded, and wonld be
ready to bying over reinforcements. The Joain Wasrnir
was filted out at St. Louis as a gunboat, and mannecd
by volunteers from the young mon of the llallcek
and Essex Guards, ‘They were mustered in on one
day and ordered on the next to embark. The pilot is
protected by boiler iron; the guards and boiler deck
by bales of hay. Two cannon were planied on the
bow ; s0 we bid defiance to all oppositlon, and con-
voyed up the Rusesel and Sove, that had been turned
back. e
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